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Science Diplomacy in the Context of
the EU-India Strategic Partnership: Looking
Beyond the European Sandbagging Contest
Zane Šime*

Research Intern, The United Nations University Institute on
Comparative Regional Integration Studies (UNU-CRIS), Belgium
This article takes stock of the recent science diplomacy debates
hosted in Europe in order to distil what components of this somewhat
peculiar sandbagging contest are relevant for the EU-India strategic
partnership. The first part introduces the recently named fourth
component to the existing set of three varieties of science diplomacy.
The second part highlights the proponents of the sandbagging
competition and other prolific voices of science diplomacy. The third
part concludes with remarks on these intellectual dynamics in the
context of the EU-India Roadmap.
Science diplomacy entails four taxonomies, varieties or
dimensions: diplomacy for science, science for diplomacy, science in
diplomacy and diplomacy in science. ‘Diplomacy for science’ refers
to classical tools of diplomacy that “are put to use to support the
scientific and technological community”.1 ‘Science for diplomacy’ is
understood as “science used as a tool to build and improve relations between states”.1 ‘Science in diplomacy’
corresponds to the intricacies of the science-policy interface and science advisory services.# “Policy advice
is also not science in itself. Its conditions, rules, and risks are of a very specific nature”. 2
‘Diplomacy in science’ is a latecomer to the overall typology. 3,4 ‘Diplomacy in science’, on certain
occasions being referred to as ‘knowledge diplomacy’, points towards “the use of diplomatic skills and tools
in advocating for global scientific knowledge: the translation of science into societal impact”.4
Interlinkages between ‘diplomacy in science’ and ‘knowledge diplomacy’ is slightly problematic. The
term ‘knowledge diplomacy’ is making its own career as a term associated with diverse contexts and
understandings emanating from various parts of the world.5-7 Besides the referenced Indian interest in the
term that follows the reasoning of Knight (2019)8, Hernandez (2021)9 presents his definition of the term
* The views expressed in this paper are those of the author and may not represent the position of the UN, UNU or
UNU-CRIS.
#

National examples from Europe outlined by Tyler & Akerlof (2019).
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as “an orchestra of collaborative and negotiation processes that aim to establish consensual knowledge
on various issues”. Intermingling ‘diplomacy in science’ with ‘knowledge diplomacy’ might create some
unnecessary confusion between the bubbling ideas associated with each of the terms that are advocated
by diverse voices worldwide.
In the context of earlier laments of invariably rare deeper exchanges between European academics and
practitioners10, three EU funded science diplomacy projects stand out as intellectual sites that progressed
towards narrowing this gap.11 The attempts to articulate science diplomacy on the basis of “shared,
cosmopolitan interests”12 has resulted in a remarkable diversity of thematic avenues. Ocean13 and its futures
explored via sociotechnical imaginaries14, transnational policy actors referred to as “global managers”
and “new diplomats”15, global environmental governance after the 1972 Stockholm Conference16, climate
change, Arctic and internet governance17 are just some examples that help to illustrate in an extremely
concise manner how remarkably broad is the thematic scope that has recently fed into the European science
diplomacy discussions.
This all embracive approach has not been always well received. Following a typical cycle of a buzzword18,
science diplomacy has been referred to as a “slogan”.19 It has been criticised for its “solutionist hype”, “a
mellow anything-goes formula”, “an all-inclusive concept operating at the loss of distinctiveness” 20, “concept
valise’’ ready to fit anything into it”.4 It risks ending up as “a hollow concept and an empty signifier”.17 This
article does not offer a clear-cut solution to this challenge. It is not a unique one. Academics and policymakers
have fuelled a considerable bonfire of disillusionment over resilience and the EU approach to it as well.21
Thus, the recently expressed harsh critique should not discourage some science diplomacy aficionados
from further engagement with the European reflections on the term. It seems to be the traditional European
way of ornating a promising idea with a sufficiently gruelling rite of passage.
On a more positive note, the comprehensiveness of the European approach to science diplomacy results
in inclusiveness and receptiveness towards diverse proponents. The general types of stakeholders of science
diplomacy are categorised as follows: governmental, intergovernmental and supranational organisations,
private sector, research and academic stakeholders, and civil society.22
These are good grounds for further exploration of ‘science for multilateralism’. It stands apart from the
overall set of four taxonomies, varieties or dimensions. The term refers to “science that supports the evidence
needs of multilateral policies but also speaks up and supports diplomacy when multilateral approaches come
under fire, whether by domestic or foreign actors”.23 The value for bringing ‘science for multilateralism’ into
the picture is the support (re-confirmed in Porto)24 that the EU and India lend to the strategic partnership
via joint support expressed towards enhanced exchanges in the frameworks of the Asia-Europe Meeting
(ASEM), the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) a joint recognition of the growing importance
of the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) in the context of the ocean governance.25 Likewise, several EU
member states and India have joined forces as participants of the Alliance for Multilateralism.26,27 Thus,
the EU-India Roadmap should be praised as having the potential to serve as a nodal element of the policy
architecture weaving a thick science diplomacy fabric. The potential is there irrespective of the number
and configurations of taxonomies, varieties and dimensions.
However, for the identified science diplomacy potential to become a tangible asset it requires proper
brainpower to turn eloquent ideas into actions that would meet the aspirations enshrined in the Roadmap
and provide visible results to individuals in the EU and India. The effort of crowding in of the necessary
talent and skills to deliver against the defined policy goals was made by putting considerable hopes in
investing in youth expressed during the 2nd meeting of experts hosted by the EU-India Think Tanks Twinning
Initiative.28 If the recommended measures would be implemented, then, hopefully, it would result not only in
a renewed collective propensity towards gathering the so-to-say intellectual timber for yet another European
bonfire of despair (similar to the ones described in this article about science diplomacy and resilience).
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More importantly, it should embrace the hands-on spirit enshrined in several of Roadmap’s passages. More
attention towards a broad and increasingly targeted diffusion of scientific and technological solutions that
would match the most pressing needs faced by the EU and India in their overall shift towards sustainability
and addressing climate change might be one viable pathway.
All in all, it might not be the classical29 or updated constellation of taxonomies that will define the future
legacy of EU science diplomacy. Instead, it might be the specific actions taken labelled with a science
diplomacy tag that might count the most. Fortunately, the EU-India Roadmap provides no shortage of
recommended directions for tangible actions. The self-proclaimed science diplomats have plenty of room
for thematic manoeuvres to find for their partners in action among the circles contributing to the EU-India
Roadmap to translate their ‘talk the walk’ towards a much more hands-on ‘walk the talk’.
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Perspective ////////////////////////////////////
The Widening Panorama of
India’s Space Diplomacy
Dr Chaitanya Giri*

Founder, DAWON Advisory & Intelligence Private Limited, India
Space diplomacy is an acme of modern technology-profuse international
relations. Nations use it as an ace up the sleeve on bilateral and multilateral
fronts. They closely guard their space capabilities and practitioners. With
the guards up, space diplomacy plays out when nations are willing to share
some of their most protected assets in order to enhance strategic interests
or troubleshoot looming geopolitical tensions. With rapid developments
occurring in the global space domain, space diplomacy is about to grow in
scope and prominence. The growth calls India to make the much necessary
multidimensional preparedness in times to come.
More than twenty nations have established space agencies in the
last twenty years, each with varying capabilities and techno-economic
goals. With more nations joining in, many assumed this would lead to the
democratization of outer space. However, increased access and international
footprint in space are not amounting to democratization, as anticipated. It instead is creating geopolitical
bloc-equivalents in space that can be called astropolitical blocs.
Space capabilities culminate from a national leadership’s ability to attain holistic - social, economic,
technological, and political - goals. These capabilities are usually an outcome of the national leadership’s
ability to invest in this resource-intensive long-gestation domain, regularly derive dividends from it while
upkeeping a conducive political, economic and social environment domestically and in its foreign affairs.
Such variables are challenging to manage. Whenever these variables have become too difficult to control,
space programs have been compromised. For this reason, nations that have diligently sustained their space
programs, come what may decade after decade, will continue to have the upper hand in space exploration
over the new entrants.
United States, Russia, Europe (assuming the competence of the intergovernmental European Space
Agency) and China currently possess high-end capabilities from human spaceflight to planetary surface
exploration to space-based astronomy. Hence, they fit into the category of echelon-1 space-faring nations.
China being the recent entrant. The echelon-2 constitutes India, Japan, Germany and France. The new
and expanding category of echelon-3 constitutes United Arab Emirates, Canada, Nigeria, Australia, New
Zealand, South Korea and Israel among others. The echelon-1 countries also are members of the United
Nations Security Council and are the most impassioned nations globally. Therefore, each of them wants
to accommodate a band of echelon-2 and echelon-3 nations under their respective astropolitical blocs.
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The most ostensible bloc currently in the works is the one signatory to the Artemis Accords. The
signatories of this US-led international cooperation agreement are aiming to return humans to the Moon
by 2024 and make a more significant footprint in deep space. The bloc now accommodates Canada, United
Kingdom, Italy, Luxembourg, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, Japan, Australia, New Zealand, South Korea as
signatory parties. These countries have fastened their return-on-investment from the Artemis goals, if not
wholly, with each other.
For the first time, so many nations have joined hands for the enterprise of deep space exploration, not
for amorous aspirations but with an ambition for high-risk-high-reward business gains through collaborative
diplomatic spirit. Of course, with the US being at the helm of this international group’s affairs. Such
collaborative spirit and identification of shared interests are becoming the backbone of astropolitical blocs.
The coming together of so many economically advanced nations quickly activated a competitor for the
Artemis Accords. There is no exact counter to the Artemis Accords yet. Nonetheless, it has prompted Russia
and China to formulate their respective strategies, including a strategy that makes Moscow and Beijing
collaborate to build infrastructure on and around the Moon. The Sino-Russian International Lunar Research
Station (ILRS) could become a robotic and human habitat infrastructure network on the lunar surface and
in lunar orbit. Regardless of its nascent cooperation with Moscow, Beijing has realised a potential to the
tune of 10 trillion USD return on investments by 2050 from its ambitious Earth-Moon Special Economic
Zone megaproject. Where Artemis Accords has attracted substantial participation of economically and
technologically well-equipped nations, China is yet to gain such partnerships. However, that should not be
considered a shortcoming for Beijing.
Conversely, it may entice swathes of developing economies from the Global South. This astropolitical
duopoly is much larger in size, scope, and ambition than the one seen during the US and Soviet Union Space
Race. It will only deepen schisms between the three of the four echelon-1 nations. Europe will maintain a
delicate balance between Russia and China. So would India and France, who will refrain from associating
with any of the rapidly-forming astropolitical blocs.
Historically, India has been among the very few nations with the unique ability to engage in space
diplomacy with Europe, Russia, and the USA, all echelon-1 nations. However, there is trepidation in making
overtures to China. That space diplomatic radio silence will continue for the foreseeable future. The radio
silence is mainly due to Beijing’s inability to undertake confidence-building steps, its blow hot and cold
attitude towards bilateral diplomacy, and its quite vivid strategic encirclement of India through the use
of proxies through the Belt and Road Initiative. Such radio silence is not desirable as space diplomacy,
regardless of echelons, will not entirely depend on government-to-government track-1 interaction. Thus,
the non-governmental entities across all categorized echelons are becoming irreplaceable parties to space
diplomacy.
With ambitious plans to raise connectivity between the Earth-Moon, and Moon-Mars systems are not
devoid of large stakes by non-government entities. The private space industry, especially those based
out of echelon-1 and echelon-2 nations, is expected to do the heavy-lifting of production, operations, and
services in the coming years. With such responsibilities, the industry will be an essential constituent of
track 2 business-to-business and track 1.5 business-to-government space diplomacy. The diplomatic
heft of such companies will be directly proportional to their market capitalization, their product’s quality,
efficiency to deliver, liaisons with their national governments, and international influence. Therefore, India
needs to create innovation and manufacturing ecosystems equally, with entities geared to take India’s
space diplomatic cause.
Apart from private companies, the role of venture capital and other financing firms, especially those
that fund innovation and innovative manufacturing in the space and allied domains, should be taken as
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a vital cog of futuristic space diplomacy. This consideration is important because, despite the growing
participation of the private sector, the space domain is of national strategic significance. It needs protection
from cross-border offensive and aggressive investors. The financial might of echelon-1 nations, combined
with their ability to curate top-notch space technologies, gives them the rare ability to invest in overseas
innovation companies and startups strategically. Although such foreign direct investments are desirable,
they also need to be vetted, monitored, and their ultimate beneficiaries tracked. India’s cause to endure
its strategic autonomy will only succeed if it enhances its space competencies, piggy-backing largely on
domestic investors.
Space diplomacy is no more a government-to-government interface. The entry of private sector and
private capital in a big way and the deployment of ample government resources for megaprojects on the
Moon and Mars are not eccentric endeavours. Market estimates suggest that a whopping revenue of 42
billion USD could be made only from the few currently planned robotic missions to the Moon in the decade
of 2020s. This revenue will only increase with business germinating from the Artemis Accords and similar
European, Russian, and Chinese astropolitical blocs. The revenue-generation aspect of space exploration is
a new phenomenon. Once realized by all participating nations, space diplomacy will acquire never-beforeseen importance across echelons. This newfound significance calls for an entirely new paradigm of space
diplomacy.
Space diplomacy in the coming years will be a quest where scientific strategy meets economic strategy.
It will be a play of both hard and soft power. With the culmination of these distant aspects and the immense
possibilities that space exploration brings to those with stakes, space diplomacy will be a contrivance
of necessity and not a choice. Those private entities pursuing this technically demanding tact must be
identified and groomed from the formal selection processes and unconventional revolving door lateral entry
processes. They must come from the sciences, engineering, commerce, arts, law, agriculture, philosophy,
and numerous other domains. The more diverse faculties populate space diplomacy, the greater the chances
that it will attain holistic objectives. India’s ability to uphold its strategic autonomy will depend on its ability
to master space diplomacy. It must begin to prepare for mastery.
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Ocean Diplomacy as a Promising
Solution to Climate Change
Dr Joanna Siekiera

Postdoctoral Fellow, Faculty of Law
University of Bergen, Norway
Email: joanna.siekiera@uib.no
Science diplomacy (SD) seeks to strengthen the symbiosis between the interests
and capabilities of two different yet working for similar purpose communities:
scientists and diplomats/ policymakers. Science diplomacy with its shade of
ocean diplomacy is incrementally gaining relevance. In the present scenario, all
local, national and regional players need evidence-based scientific knowledge in
dealing with the global challenges. Among them, climate change is an imminent
threat to humanity, especially in its various and complicated aspects of ocean
change such as sea-level rise, growing acidification, loss of marine biodiversity,
thereby affecting the food chain and food security.
Till now, ocean science accounts for only 0.04-4% of total research
worldwide.1 Although modest but this group of researchers would have an
immense influence while making informed decisions on the future of a better
and sustainable maritime system. Consequently, water diplomacy is also in its
nascent stage of development.
Ocean governance2 in the face of ocean change* requires urgent actions which should not be weak
political statements of goodwill but legally binding norms within the hard law mechanisms and rightfully
enforceable acts on international entities. Lack of ocean governance results in geopolitical disputes
especially in Exclusive Economic Zones and maritime territories; displacement and compulsory climate
migration of thousands of islanders, inhabitants of coastal countries further hamper the efforts to combat
ocean change. The ocean governance should also focus on the states along with influential non-state actors
like intergovernmental organizations and other less formalized regional groupings.
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is considered to be one of the best-known
examples of science diplomacy. It was established in 1988 by the World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). Its main aim is to provide the decision-makers,

* The maritime aspects of climate change are called ocean change. Over the last few decades, the rising sea level
became one of the most threatening aspects to the inhabitants of the low-lying territories, islands, deltaic areas
all over the globe.
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politicians, businessmen, lobbyists, etc. with factual scientific assessments on climate change along with
risks involved and mitigation options. IPCC deals with the current state of climate change and its potential
environmental and socio-economic consequences. It presents highly complicated, detailed and hard to
understand data to non-scientists in a simple and lucid manner. This science advice mechanism helps
in assessing the science related to climate change. It is essential to make use of this information for the
benefit of humankind. Thousands of scientists from all over the world, representing various disciplines,
backgrounds and sharing different experiences both in science and very often in politics, contribute to these
periodic assessments and review voluntarily, which then add to the global and regional policy discussions.
There is an undeniably increased need for transboundary ocean cooperation at the institutional and
governance level. Storms, floods and droughts are becoming frequent, an indication of extreme weather
and climate change. Degrading effects of ocean change on life and the very existence of low-lying areas are
slowly becoming part of the political agenda. The UN 2020 World Water Development Report has warned
that climate change will have a severe impact on the quantity and quality of water resources. The report
highlights that unsuitable water management would exacerbate the effects of ocean change.
The 3rd decade of the 21st century has been announced by the United Nations as the ‘UN Decade of
Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021-2030)’. Its vision is to develop scientific knowledge,
build infrastructure and foster relationships for a sustainable and healthy ocean. The Decade will provide
a unique, ‘once in a lifetime’ opportunity for nations to work together to generate the global ocean science
needed to support the sustainable development of our shared ocean.3 Here, the main body responsible
for supporting global ocean science is the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). The Commission enables its
150 member states to work together to protect the health of the ocean by coordinating programs in ocean
observations, hazard mitigation, tsunami warnings, marine spatial planning and much more. IOC hopes
to enrich research and inspire scientists dealing with ocean science. Scientists will most likely improve
knowledge, but also develop new technologies in alignment with ocean sustainable development through
multidisciplinary approaches, international demonstration and appreciation of the value of their work to
society.3
Water diplomacy has recently garnered a lot of attention in both international relations and building
foreign policy strategy. The need for transboundary water cooperation and management of shared water
resources has significantly increased. Undoubtedly, water is a precious resource related to multifaceted
issues. Its significance is anticipated by many, among others by the Organization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe (OSCE), that future conflicts may break out due to additional stress put on water resources
by climate change. The combination of water scarcity and demographic growth will inevitably lead to
exacerbating hydro-political issues.4 The most vulnerable areas are around the Nile, Ganges-Brahmaputra,
Indus, Tigris-Euphrates, and Colorado rivers. On the other hand, water can also be a source of cooperation:
jointly managing water can lead to improved relations among countries and communities and enhance
security, prosperity and the protection of the environment. Cooperative water management mechanisms
can predict conflict and solve long-standing disputes.5
Ocean diplomacy is closely related to environmental conservation and human safety. Hence, the author
wishes to introduce her proposition while using ocean diplomacy for the benefit of humankind through
three key points. These can also be employed as practical tools while doing research, writing political
analysis and decision-making. Firstly, we have to start to perceive water as a source of future conflicts and
part of securing international law stability and security. Secondly, there is a vast and urgent necessity of
considering perspectives from the community level to transnational boundaries. The Western nations acting
with goodwill often neglect the local communities’ capabilities, cultures and traditions. Last but not least,
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regional reforms** for developing international law tend to be more effective, efficient and faster towards
this pressing problem of ocean change.6
In conclusion, the ‘UN Decade of Ocean Science’ is the defining point in the history of ocean diplomacy,
where political declaration, legally binding acts, new technologies and advanced research in ocean science
are being employed to benefit humankind. Thus, global peace and stability can be promoted by bolstering the
ocean governance system, mobilising partners (both public and private), and combining science diplomacy
methods in policy dialogues and the development of cooperation.
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by submission to the International Law Commission in order to legally preserve existing territory delimitation,
irrespective of the effects of sea-level rise.
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Opinion /////////////////////////////////////////
Science and Diplomacy: A Practical Path
Prof. Rana Dajani

Professor, Biology and Biotechnology Department
Hashemite University, Zarqa Jordan
President, Society for Advancement of Science and Technology in the Arab World (SASTA)
Science diplomacy, although in its nascency, is a rapidly growing area.
I am a research scientist who had my brush with science diplomacy
during my work on stem cells. I took a workshop at the Marine Biological
Laboratories in Boston on using human embryonic stem cells (hESCs)
in 2008 when induced pluripotent stem cells (iPSCs) had just been
discovered in humans. I went home to Jordan, reflecting on whether
ethically I can work with hESCs. I reviewed the literature to explore if
there were any consensus on the ethics of using hESCs from an Islamic
perspective convened by Muslim scientists. Unfortunately, there wasn’t
any usefully updated consensus. Therefore, I took it upon myself to
spearhead an effort to establish what later became the first law that
governs stem cell research and therapy in an Islamic country.1 I did so
by establishing a committee of stakeholders with scientists at the core.
It made me realize the importance of scientists being involved in
issues that relate to the public good. Otherwise, the policies and regulations that are being created will not
be informed by science, and religious scholars would not be guided by science to produce the appropriate
ethical guidelines. It led to a plethora of commentary on any new scientific advances that required legal/
religious stand informed by science, such as CRISPR babies.2
I shared the experience with my students to make them understand the necessity to inform larger
communities, correct erroneous information and raise awareness among the general public. As a result, my
students became more media aware and could call out fake news and misinformation. This understanding
became relevant when the COVID19 pandemic hit, and the misconceptions, myths and half-truths began
spreading.
Science diplomacy is helping the wider community understand science and its impact on everyday life.
The community or societal understanding has a bearing on policymaking as scientists are also involved
in the formulation of important policies that eventually help in better decisions and healthier communities
and a safer globe.
The importance of science diplomacy also lies in building partnerships and providing equal opportunities
to all. Today with COVID19, we have come to see that we are only as safe as the last human being in the
remotest village in the farthest jungle. Therefore, everyone is important and can and must contribute to
the world.
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That is why I encourage my students and fellow scientists to write and share their stories with the world.
I wrote my own story so that it may act as a vehicle for science diplomacy from the south to the north and
across the south.3
As we learn about each other’s stories, we start to connect and create networks across the globe to
work together to share and learn and engage in doing better science by listening to each other and trusting
each other. Examples of such networks are the one I direct; the Society for the Advancement of Science
and Technology in the Arab World (SASTA). This network of Arab senior scientists in the diaspora promotes
science in the Arab world through mentorship and collaboration. The unique approach of this network that I
adopted is that the members own the network through their work. The more they work on their projects, the
more the nexus grows and thrives. Thus, it is led by the members, not by the management. This guarantees
sustainability in the long run through its members. Bringing people to work together is a challenge, especially
across disciplines and cultures, etc. The idea is to foster a mindset of ownership and freedom with no
judgment in a bottom-up, people-driven philosophy. It results in a win-win situation celebrating diversity
while maintaining unity reflecting biological systems.
One way to encourage such system changes is to create awards to direct how we want organizations
to change by developing criteria for the awards that these organizations would aspire to comply with.
With growing unemployment and the high turnout of graduates, I see an opportunity for creating new
career opportunities that include science diplomacy, diplomats who have a strong background in science.
Lastly and most importantly is the fact that science should lead to serving humanity with fairness, equality,
justice and freedom. At times, science can not be set apart from politics, and the scientific community also
gets to bear the brunt of such disagreements. Science diplomacy can indeed play an essential role in tackling
such challenges. One such example is in the case of refugee and displaced scientists, where many support
structures have been established to support them.4
In conclusion, science matters in every sector and dimension, and it is up to us as scientists to stand
up and speak up and be the change.
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MoUs Signed //////////////////////////////////
MoU between India and Japan for Academic and
Research Cooperation and Exchange
A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) is signed
between National Atmospheric Research Laboratory
(NARL), Dept of Space, Government of India and
Research Institute for Sustainable Humanosphere
(RISH), Kyoto University, Kyoto, Japan for Academic
and Research Cooperation and Exchange. This
MoU shall enable NARL and RISH to continue their
cooperation in areas of atmospheric science and
technology, collaborative scientific experiments/
campaigns and related modelling studies utilising
the research facilities of RISH and NARL, exchange
of scientific materials, publications and information,

joint research meetings and workshops, exchange
of faculty members, students and researchers.
This MoU would lead to mutual utilization of
facilities such as the Middle and Upper atmosphere
(MU) radar in Shigaraki, Japan, the Equatorial
Atmosphere Radar (EAR) in Kototabang, Indonesia
and complementary instruments available from RISH,
and the Mesosphere-Stratosphere-Troposphere
(MST) radar and complementary instruments
available at NARL.

Indian, French space agencies ink agreement for
cooperation on ISRO’s Gaganyaan mission
Space agencies of India and France on 15 April 2021
signed an agreement for cooperation for the former’s
first human space mission, Gaganyaan, a move that
will enable Indian flight physicians to train at French
facilities. French space agency CNES said under
the agreement, equipment developed by it, tested
and still operating aboard the International Space

Station (ISS) will be made available to Indian crews.
The CNES will also be supplying fireproof carry bags
made in France to shield equipment from shocks and
radiation. CNES will train Indian flight physicians and
CAPCOM mission control teams in France.

India and Germany sign agreement on ‘Cities Combating
Plastic Entering The Marine Environment’
The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA),
Government of India and Deutsche Gesellschaft für
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH, India on
behalf of the German Federal Ministry of Environment,
Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety signed an
agreement on Technical Cooperation titled ‘Cities
Combating Plastic Entering the Marine Environment’
at a virtual ceremony in New Delhi on 19 April 2021.
The project, aimed at enhancing practices to prevent
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plastic from entering the marine environment, will
be undertaken at the national level (at MoHUA),
select states (Uttar Pradesh, Kerala and Andaman
& Nicobar Islands) and in the cities of Kanpur,
Kochi and Port Blair for three and a half years. The
new project is envisaged to be another successful
collaborative effort under the Indo-German Bilateral
Development Corporation working on sustainable
urban transformation.
13

Cabinet gives ex-post facto approval to MoU between
India and UK on Global Innovation Partnership
An ex-post facto approval was given in May 2021 to
the signing of MoU between the Ministry of External
Affairs of the Government of India and the Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO) of
the United Kingdom on Global Innovation Partnership
(GIP). Through this MoU, India and UK agree to launch
the Global Innovation Partnership. GIP will support
Indian innovators to scale up their innovations in third
countries thereby helping them explore new markets

and become self-sustainable. It will also foster an
innovative ecosystem in India. GIP innovations will
focus on Sustainable Development Goals (SDG)
related sectors thereby assisting recipient countries
to achieve their SDGs. GIP will also develop an
open and inclusive e-marketplace (E-BAAZAR) for
cross border innovation transfer and will focus on
results-based impact assessment thereby promoting
transparency and accountability.

India and Israel sign a three-year work program for
cooperation in Agriculture
Both India and Israel have agreed to enhance their
cooperation in agriculture and signed a threeyear work program agreement for development
in Agriculture cooperation on 24 May 2021. The
work program will aim to grow existing Centres of
Excellence, establish new centres, increase CoE’s
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value chain, bring the Centres of Excellence into the
self-sufficient mode, and encourage private sector
companies and collaboration. Both countries are
implementing the “INDO-ISRAEL Agricultural Project
Centres of Excellence” and “INDO-ISRAEL Villages of
Excellence”.
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News /////////////////////////////////////////////
IIT Delhi Launches New PG Programme
Master of Public Policy
IIT Delhi will start a new Post Graduate programme
‘Master of Public Policy (MPP)’ from the academic
session 2021-22 with a focus on Science,
Technology, and Innovation (STI) and development.
The programme will be offered by the School of
Public Policy (SPP) at IIT Delhi. The objective of
this new programme is to provide interdisciplinary
training to students from diverse backgrounds and
transform them into top-quality policy professionals
and policy scholars. The programme will focus on

developing critical thinking, analytical abilities, and
ethical practices among the students, equipping
them to take on STI & public policy issues in the spirit
of furthering the public interest. Thus, in the long
run, this MPP programme would supply the human
resources required to build institutional capacity and
enhance political processes on questions related to
STI and the public interest in India and beyond.

DST – Centre for Policy Research, India brings out STI
Policy Resource Directory
The DST – Centre for Policy Research recently
introduced a link on Science, Technology and
Innovation (STI) Policy- Resource Directory on their
website. This directory encompasses a variety
of resources ranging from publications, policy
documents, courses, resource centres, institutions,
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opportunities, events etc. dealing in the field of
science policy. The resource directory aims to
provide all the policy-related information in a single
place. It will be regularly updated to include other
relevant resources.

15

GESDA to hold Inaugural Summit in October for Global
Diplomacy Initiatives
The Geneva Science and Diplomacy Anticipator
(GESDA), a Swiss foundation that serves as the first
global tool for diplomacy based on the anticipation
of science, has announced to hold its first annual
summit for ambitious solutions based on a
proprietary decision-making platform: the GESDA
Breakthrough Radar. The inaugural annual GESDA
Summit will convene from October 7 to 9 with an
expected 300 UN officials, Nobel laureates and other
representatives of the four GESDA communities –
academics, diplomats, impact leaders, NGOs and the
general public – at Geneva's science hub, Campus
Biotech, where GESDA is headquartered. Among the

hot-button issues to be debated among participants
at interactive sessions and other dialogue are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

how to catalyze multilateralism through
anticipation and action in science diplomacy;
future global challenges for human genome
engineering;
a common future for quantum computing;
the road to the utilization of space resources;
co-development of advanced AI at a global scale
with universal safe access;
and future of financing and development
schemes based on science advances.

I-STEM Portal to provide free access to COMSOL
Multiphysics software suite
For the first time in the country, through the I-STEM
portal, academic users in India will now be able to
access the COMSOL Multiphysics software suite
at no cost. The Indian Science Technology and
Engineering facilities Map (I-STEM), the national web
portal for sharing R&D facilities, and the COMSOL
Group headquartered in Sweden, have entered a
collaborative arrangement for this. The suite is

hosted on the cloud server to provide user-friendly
access from anywhere in India. The arrangement is
expected to assist many students and researchers
in the country, especially those in the more remote
and less-endowed institutions, thereby enhancing
learning outcomes and promoting R&D efforts
across India.

Germany chooses Ghana to host the Centre for Global
Health and Pandemic Prevention
Germany has announced its support for the
establishment of a German-West African Centre for
Global Health and Pandemic Prevention in Ghana.
The German-West African Center will be part of
eight centres worldwide to fight global challenges.
The Service is funding the eight interdisciplinary
centres. The German-West African Centre will
see collaboration between the Berlin School of
Public Health, the Rheinische Friedrich-WilhelmsUniversität Bonn and the Kwame Nkrumah University
April-June 2021 | Science Diplomacy

of Science and Technology. Four centres will teach
and research on climate issues, the other four
on health issues and pandemics. In addition to
Ghana, the four centres for health and pandemic
preparedness are in Vietnam, Gabon and Cuba /
Mexico. The Federal Foreign Office (AA) is funding
the establishment of the centres by 2025 with
around 22 million euros.
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Members of the Horizon 2020-funded Science Diplomacy
Projects form European Union Science Diplomacy
Alliance
Following the success
of the three research
and innovation
projects on science
diplomacy funded
under the Horizon
2020 programme,
16 participating
institutions have launched the European Union
Science Diplomacy Alliance. The Alliance is a
collaborative initiative to sustain and grow the
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activities, networks, impact and legacy of the three
projects: EL-CSID – European Leadership in Cultural,
Science and Innovation Diplomacy, S4D4C – Using
Science for/in Diplomacy for Addressing Global
Challenges, and InsSciDE – Inventing a Shared
Science Diplomacy for Europe. The members of
the Alliance will support research, training and
networking to advance science, technology and
innovation diplomacy in Europe and beyond to
address global challenges.
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Call for Proposals

////////////////////////////

INDIA-SPAIN Joint Call for R&D&I Projects 2021
Last date: July 15, 2021

Indo-Finnish Joint Call on Researcher Mobility
Last date: September 23, 2021

Further information at: https://www.cdti.
es/recursos/doc/Programas/Cooperacion_
internacional/Bilateral_India/8_Convocatoria_
Multisectorial/32405_54542021124355.pdf

Further information at: http://dbtindia.gov.in/sites/
default/files/Indo-Finnish%20Joint%20Call%20on%20
Researcher%20Mobility_Final.pdf

TWAS-CSIR Postdoctoral Fellowship Programme
Last date: July 31, 2021

ASEAN-India Research Training Fellowship (AIRTF)
Last date: September 30, 2021

Further information at: https://twas.org/opportunity/
twas-csir-postdoctoral-fellowship-programme

Further information at: https://aistic.gov.in/ASEAN/
aistdfFellowship

TWAS-SN BOSE Postdoctoral Fellowship
Programme
Last date: July 31, 2021

Indo-German Science, Technology Centre
(IGSTC) Industrial Fellowship
Last date: October 29, 2021

Further information at: https://twas.org/opportunity/
twas-sn-bose-postdoctoral-fellowship-programme

Further information at: https://www.igstc.org/home/
industrial_fellowships

TWAS-DBT Postdoctoral Fellowship Programme
Last date: September 20, 2021

BIRAC Announces Call for under Proposal
Product Commercialization Program Fund
Last date: December 31, 2021

Further information at: https://twas.org/opportunity/
twas-dbt-postdoctoralfellowship-programme

Further information at: https://birac.nic.in/cfp_view.
php?id=39&scheme_type=29

Forthcoming Events ////////////////////////
5th International Conference on Public Policy 2021
Date: July 5-9, 2021
Further information at:
https://www.ippapublicpolicy.org/conference/icpp5-barcelona-2021/13
Cascading Resource Scarcity: Science Diplomacy at the Intersection of Climate Change
Date: July 22, 2021
Further information at:
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/cascading-resource-scarcity-science-diplomacy-at-theintersection-of-clima-tickets-158064299575
School of Modern Diplomacy 2021
Date: August 23-September 3, 2021
Further information at:
https://cris.unu.edu/schoolofmoderndiplomacy
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INGSA 2021- Build Back Wiser: Knowledge, Policy and Publics in Dialogue
Date: August 30-September 2, 2021
Further information at:
https://www.ingsa.org/ingsa2021/
GESDA Annual Summit
Date: October 7-9, 2021
Further information at:
https://gesda.global/
Science, Technology and Human Rights Conference 2021
Date: October 21-22, 2021
Further information at:
https://www.aaas.org/events/science-technology-and-human-rights-conference-2021
13th Canadian Science Policy Conference
Date: November 22-26, 2021
Further information at:
https://sciencepolicy.ca/conference/cspc-2021/

This Science Digest is open to new ideas, valid criticism, and constructive feedback. If there
is any science diplomacy/ policy related event which requires wider outreach, please share
it with us. We welcome your articles/ feedback/ suggestions at scidip@niscair.res.in
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